Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 NAIROB 00214 090914Z 

15 

ACTION PRS-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO SS-15 PM-03 INR-07 RSC-01 SP-02 

/036W 

102574 

R 090805Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 819 

SECRET NAIROBI 0214 

STADIS ////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI US KE 

SUBJECT: RELEASES ON PURPOSE OF CURRENT MOVEMENT OF 
USS ENTERPRISE TASK FORCE 

1. 1 NOTE IN WIRELESS FILE OF JANUARY 8 THAT CURRENT 
MOVEMENT OF USS ENTERPRISE WAS DESCRIBED IN JANUARY 7 
WHITE HOUSE PRESS BRIEFING AS "ROUTINE." THIS, IN MY 
JUDGEMENT, IS BEST WAY TO DESCRIBE MOVEMENT INSOFAR 
AS LOCAL POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES ARE CONCRNED AND 
IS CONSISTENT WITH REQUEST WE HAVE MADE TO KENYAN 
FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR PERMISSION FOR ENTERPRISE TO CALL 
AT PORT OF MOMBASA. 

2. HOWEVER, I NOTE IN SAME WIRELESS FILE THAT DEPARTMENT 
OF DEFENSE PRESS SPOKESMAN DESCRIBED ENTERPRISE 
TASK FORCE AS BEING ON "OPERATIONAL MISSION." WHILE 
THIS MAY BE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE US NAVY TERMINOLOGY 
FOR ROUTINE MOVEMENTS, I AM AFRAID IT COULD BE 
INTERPRETED IN COUNTRIES SUCH AS KENYA AS HAVING SPECIAL 
SIGNIFICANCE INCONSISTENT WITH ITS OFFICIAL POSTURE OF 
NON-ALIGNMENT. I WOULD, THEREFORE, URGE - UNLESS 
THERE ARE CONTRARY POLICY CONSIDERATIONS - THAT DEPARTMENT 
ASK ALL US GOVERNMENT PRESS SPOKESMEN TO DESCRIBE 
CURRENT MOVEMENTS OF THESE SHIPS AS "ROUTINE". 
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